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UNIT–I

JOURNALISM&MASSCOMMUNICATION

JOURNALISMOFPRINTMEDIA

IntroductiontoJournalism

Whatisjournalism?

Journalismisbothanartandaprofessionwhichrecordseventsandopinionsandseeksto

interpretandmouldthemforthebenefitoftheeducatedpublic.Journalismisanythingthat

contributesinsomewayingathering,selection,processingofnewsandcurrentaffairsforthe

press,radio,television,film,cable,internet,etc.Itisadisciplineofcollecting,analyzing,

verifyingandpresentingnewsregardingcurrentevents,trends,issuesandpeople.Thosewho

practicejournalismareknownasjournalists.JournalismisdefinedbyDenisMcQuailaspaid

writingforpublicmediawithreferencetoactualandongoingeventsofpublicrelevance.

Principlesandfunctionsofjournalism

Thecentralpurposeofjournalism istoprovidecitizenswithaccurateandreliable

informationtheyneedtofunctioninafreesociety.Thispurposealsoinvolvesother

requirementssuchasbeingentertaining,servingaswatchdogandofferingvoicetothevoiceless.

Journalismhasdevelopedninecoreidealstomeetthetask:

1.Journalism’sfirstobligationistothetruth:Journalismdoesnotpursuetruthinan

absoluteorphilosophicalsense,butitcanandmustpursueitinapracticalsense.This

journalistictruthisaprocessthatbeginswiththeprofessionaldisciplineofassemblingand
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verifyingfacts.

2.Itsfirstloyaltyistocitizens:Journalistsmustmaintainloyaltytocitizensandthelarger

publicinterestaboveanyotheriftheyaretoprovidethenewswithoutfearorfavour.This

commitmenttocitizensfirstisthebasisofnewsorganizationscredibility;totellaudiencethat

newscoverageisnotslantedforfriendsoradvertisers.Commitmenttocitizensalsomeans

journalismshouldpresentarepresentativepictureofallconstituentgroupsinsociety.

3.Itsessenceisdisciplinesofverification:Journalistsrelyonprofessionaldisciplinefor

verifyinginformation.Itcalledforaconsistentmethodoftestinginformation-atransparent

approachtoevidence-preciselysothatpersonalandculturalbiaseswouldnotunderminethe

accuracyoftheirwork.

4.Itspractitionersmustmaintainanindependencefromthosetheycover:Independence

isanunderlyingrequirementofjournalism,acornerstoneofitsreliability.Independenceofspirit

andmindratherthanneutralityistheprinciplejournalistsmustkeepinfocus.

5.Itmustserveasanindependentmonitorofpower:Journalismhasanunusualcapacity

toserveaswatchdogoverthosewhosepowerandpositionmostaffectscitizens.Asjournalists,

onehasanobligationtoprotectthiswatchdogfreedombynotdemeaningitinfrivoloususeor

exploitingitforcommercialgains.

6.Itmustprovideaforumforpubliccriticismandcompromise:Thenewsmediaarethe

commoncarriersofpublicdiscussion.Thisdiscussionservessocietybestwhenitisinformedby

factsratherthanprejudiceandsupposition.Accuracyandtruthfulnessrequiresthatasframersof
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thepublicdiscussionjournalistsdonotneglectthepointsofcommongroundwhereproblem

solvingoccurs.

7.Itmuststrivetomakethesignificantinterestingandrelevant:Journalismisstorytelling

withapurpose.Itmuststrivetomakethesignificantinterestingandrelevant.Theeffectiveness

ofapieceofjournalismismeasuredbothbyhowmuchaworkengagesitsaudienceand

enlightensit.Thismeansjournalistsmustcontinuallyaskwhatinformationhasmostvalueto

citizensandinwhatform.

8.Itmustkeepthenewscomprehensiveandproportional:Keepingnewsinproportion

andnorleavingimportantthingsoutarealsocornerstonesoftruthfulness.Inflatingeventsfor

sensation,neglectingothers,stereotypingorbeingdisproportionatelynegativeallmakesitless

reliable.Itshouldalsoincludenewsofallcommunities,notjustthosewithattractive

demographics.

9.Itspractitionersmustbeallowedtoexercisetheirpersonalconscience:Everyjournalist

musthaveapersonalsenseofethicsandresponsibility-amoralcompass.Eachofthemmustbe

willingiffairnessandaccuracyrequires,tovoicedifferenceswithcolleagues,whetherinthe

newsroomortheexecutivesuite.

Journalismasaprofession

Printmediajournalism

Printmediajournalismpresentsvariousinformationthroughnewspapers,magazinesand

books.Professionalsofthisstreamare–staffcorrespondents,specialcorrespondents,news
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editors,chief-editors,politicalcommentators,cartoonists,columnists,featurewriters,content

writersformagazineetc.

Radiojournalism

Radiojournalism worksforbroadcastingnewsandvariousinformationthroughan

importantmediumofmasscommunicationamongworkersandhouseholders.Radiojournalists

arewellversedwiththeoperationsofsoundrecordingequipments,microphonesandpublic

addresssystems.Theymustalsobeefficientindigitaldatarecording,operationsofthenet,

audiosystemsandcomputers.

TVjournalism

TVisanaudiovisualcommunicationtool.Itrequirestheattentionoftwosensesofthe

targetedindividual-audioandvisual.HencetheTVjournalisthasnotonlytogivepleasing

music,voice,orotheraudiosignalstothetargetedaudiencebutalsohastomesmerizethemwith

thehelpofhispersonality,mannerism,videofootageandappropriatecolourcombinations.

Cyberjournalism

Internetisasourceofallkindofinformation.Internetjournalistisapersonwhocreates

messagestobedisplayedonthewebsitesthataretoberead,viewedorlistenedtobyavery

largeaudience.Professionalsofthisnewstreamarewebmasters;multimediaspecialists,HTML

andXHTMLprogrammers,Javaspecialistsandotherprofessionalswhocreateandmodify

advertisementsfortheNET.Theyalsocreatewebsiteswhicharemasscommunicationtools.

WhatisMassCommunication?
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MassCommunicationisamediumofdispersinginformationtoalargenumberofpeople.

Thetermisnotlimitedtoonlyjournalismbutspreadsitsbranchestovariousothermediafields

includingnewsgatheringandreporting,film directionandproduction,eventmanagements,

publicrelations,advertising,corporatecommunication,andthelistcontinues.

Inrecentyears,thefieldofmassmediaandcommunicationhasevolvedintoapartially

interactiveconceptthattouchesalmosteveryaspectofhumanlife.And,withthesheer

proliferationofmediaintoourlivesthroughnewspaper,television,andinternetthefieldofmass

communicationisgainingpopularitylikeneverbefore.

Therearefourfunctionsofmasscommunication:

SurveillanceoftheEnvironment

Masscommunicationexiststoobserveandinform.Massmediakeepscitizensinformed

ofnewsandevents.Intimesofcrisis,massmediaannouncementsofferwarningsand

instructions.

Forexample,whennaturaldisastersoccur,suchashurricanes,blizzardsandtsunamis,

traditionalandsocialmediaoutletsarethekeycommunicationtoolstorelayinformationabout

thepathofanimpendingstormortoinformpeopleaboutschoolandbusinessclosures,andhow

toseeksheltersandfindevacuationroutes.Mediaisalsousedastoolsofgovernmentauthorities

toprotectcitizenswithimportantupdates.

TheCorrelationFunction

Traditionalnewsoutletsonceweretheonlyarbitersofwhatwasselectedasnewsworthy
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andofhowbroadcastersandjournalistsinterpretedinformation.Alternatively,newspapers

tappedexpertsinthefield.Althoughpublishersandnewsstationsmayhavehadtheirbiases,

mostorganizationsmaintainedtheold,hard-formedprinciplesofjournalism.

Today,socialmediaplatformssuchasTwitterandFacebookmayindicatethatoften,no

middlemanexists,whocancorrelateeventsinanobjective,interpretativeway.Userscanbefed

farfetchedstoriesthatlooklike"realnews,"when,infact,theyareanythingbut.Inparticular,

Facebook,hasbeenthesiteoffakenewsstoriesthathascausedtheplatformmorethanafew

headaches.Althoughthecompanyisanimportantpartofmassmedia,itisnotanewssite.

CulturalTransmissionandInfluencingSocietalNorms

Althoughthefirsttwofunctionsaretoprovideandinterpretnewsandinformation,the

thirdallowsmediatoreflectandinfluencesocietalnorms.Themediaserveastransmittersof

culturalmessages,lettingthemassesunderstandwhatareconsideredacceptableformsof

behavior.Culturaltransmission,however,evolves.Whatoncewastaboocanbecomethenorm

whenenoughpeopleembraceitandwhenthemediareportonit.

EducationandEntertainment

Mediaalsoservesasculturaltransmittersthateducatesandentertains.Longbeforethe

adventofmassmedia,peoplewereforcedtoentertainthemselves.Theymayhaveparticipatedin

activitiesorattendedliveevents.Theadventofmasscommunicationenabledviewersand

listenerstoseeandhearandlearninrealtimefromwherevertheyare.

Socialmediaplatformstakethatentertainmentfactorevenfurther.Younolongerneedto
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relyonradiobroadcastersorproducerstoprovideyourentertainment.Anykidwitha

smartphonecanuploadasillyvideotoYouTubeandmakeyoulaughforhours.

Theorieswhoserootswereatthedawnofmasscommunicationarestillrelevanttoday,

eventhoughtheseformsofcommunicationcontinuetoevolve.

JournalismofPrintmedia

Printing

Printingisaprocessforproductionoftextsandimages,typicallywithinkonpaperusing

aprintingpress.Theartandscienceofmakingalargenumberofduplicatereproductionsofan

originalcopyistermedasprinting.Itmaybedefinedastheartofpreservingallotherart.Johann

GutenbergoftheGermancityofMainzdevelopedEuropeanprintingtechnologyin1440,with

whichtheclassicalageofprintingbegan.Gutenbergisalsocreditedwiththeintroductionofan

oilbasedinkwhichwasmoredurablethanpreviouslyusedwaterbasedinks.Printingsoon

becamethefirstmeansofmasscommunication.

Composingmethods

Typesettingistheprocessofputtingthetypedwordstobeprinted.Itisalsocalled

composition.Typesettingtechniqueswere:handcomposing(wheresingleletterswerepickedup

byhandfrompigeon-holecases,assembledintowords,justifiedintocolumnsandthenusedfor

printing);linotype(whereslugwhichmeansfullsolidlinewascastonmachine);monotype

(whichcastsandassemblessinglecharacterswiththehelpoftwomachines);andLudlow

(whichwasusedtocastheadlines).Phototypesettinghasreplacedhot-metalcompositionfor
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mostprinting.Itpavedthewayforfasterandcheaperprinting.Phototypesettingisamethodof

setting(assembling)typesonphotographicpaperorfilm.Thispaperorfilmislaterusedto

prepareprintingplates.

Desktoppublishingistheuseofapersonalcomputertowrite,illustrateandlayouta

documentoranewsstory.TheuseofDTPtechnologyhasrevolutionizedprinting.Desktop

printingisimportanttodesktoppublishing.ItwasprimarilytheintroductionoftheApplelaser

writer,apostscriptdesktopprint.Inkjetandlaserprinterarethemostcommontypeofdesktop

printersandaregenerallyusedforpersonalsmallvolumeprintingandproofing.

Fourmajorprintingprocesses

Theprintingprocessesaremainlyoffourtypes-letterpress,lithography,gravureandoffset.

Letterpress:

Itistheoldestprintingprocessandcameintobeingwiththeinventionofmovabletypes

inthefifteenthcenturybyJohannGutenberg.Printingisdonethroughthereliefmethod,where

theraisedprintingsurfaceoftypeorblockisinkedwithrollers.Theimpressionisthenobtained

onprintablesurface(paper,board,plasticsheetetc.)bycontact.Printinginaletterpressisa

timeconsumingandlaboriousprocess.

Lithography:

Inlithographyandoffsetlithographyorphotographicprinting,thetextortheimageis

transferredtoaflatslabofstoneormetalplatewithgreasycrayonsorink.Thesurfaceisthen

damped.Becauseofthemutualrepulsionofwaterandoil,thegreasypartsrepelmoisturebut
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catchtheinkwhenrolledon.Theimageisthentransferredtopaper.Gradually,themetalplateis

replacingthestoneslabandtheprintingmatterisgenerallytransferredtoitphotographically.

Offsetlithographyisafurtherimprovementonthisprocess.Thisprocessisgenerallyusedfor

posters,calendarsandlong-runcolourjobs.

Gravure:

Ingravureorintaglioprintingorphotogravure,theimpressionismadefrom ink

depositedinengravedareasordepressionsinaplate.Thematterortheimageistransferredtoa

coppersheetorrollerbyphotographyandetchedwithacid,thedesireddepthofcolourbeing

determinedbythedepthofetching.Thesurfaceiscoveredwithinkandthesurplusinkiswiped

offleavingitinthedepressionswhichareimpressedonpaper.Thisprocessisincreasinglyused

forillustratedmagazinesinmanycolours,requiringlargeruns.

Offsettechnology:

Thisisanindirectmethodofprintingastheinkfromaprintingplateistransferredtothe

rubbersurfaceandthentothepaperorimpressioncylinder.Allordinaryoffsetprintingisdone

fromthemetalsurfaceofplates.Thematerialtobeprintedistransferredtotheplatedthrougha

specialphotographicprocess.Theplatesarechemicallytreatedsothatonlythetraceddesignof

theprintwilltakeupink.Offsetprintingisverycheapforcolourproductions.Anythingthatcan

bephotographedcanbeusedascomposedtype.Itcanprintondifferentsurface.Itcanalsoturn

outseveralthousandsofimpressionsinanhour.

Thoughithasmanyadvantagesithassomedisadvantagesalsoasitisimpossibleto
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removetheeffectofwaterinthisprocess.Thecolourappearsslightlywashedoutonaccountof

theeffectofwater.Printingisexpensiveforsmallruns.Anyhowtheincreaseduseofoffsetin

publishingnewspapersandmagazineshasgreatlyincreasedtheuseofthesepresses.

UNIT-II

NEWSAGENCIES

NEWSGATHERINGANDREPORTING

NEWSAGENCIES

Internationalnewagencies

Anewsagency,accordingtoUNESCOis“anundertakingofwhichtheprincipal
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objective,whateveritslegalform,istogathernewsandnewsmaterialofwhichthesolepurpose

istoexpressorpresentfacts,andtodistributethistoagroupofnewsenterprises,andin

exceptionalcircumstancestoprivateindividualswithaviewtoprovidingthemwithascomplete

andimpartialanewsserviceaspossibleagainstpayment,andunderconditionscompatiblewith

businesslawsandusage”.

AgenceFrancePresse(AFP)

AFP,foundedin1835,hasthemaximum representationonitsboardofdirectors.

AlthoughAFPisdescribedasanunsubsidizedautonomousorganization,ineffect,theFrench

GovernmentandvariousagenciesunderitscontrolsubscribedtoAFP,andprovidedgood

support.AFPisregardedasoneofthemajorglobalnewsagencies.Ithasmorethan10,000

newspapersand70agenciesasitssubscribers.Itsoperationsareinmorethan150countrieswith

anetworkof110foreignbureaus.

AssociatedPress(AP)

Theimpetustoprovidespeedytransmissionofnewswasgivenbythetelegraphinventedby

SamuelF.B.Morsein1844.ThetelegraphenablesmanysmalltownnewspapersintheUStoget

theirnews.ThemeetingoftheleadingNewYorkpublisherswasheldinthiscontextin1848.

Althoughadecisionwasmadetostartanewsagency,thenameAPwasnotusedtill

about1860.APtookaconcreteformin1900asamodernnewsgatheringassociation.APwith

itswidecommunicationsnetworkusingmoderntechnologyhasbureausinmorethan100

countries.Its5000pluscorrespondentsandahostofstringerscatertoabout1300newspapers,
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3400broadcastersintheUSand1000privatesubscribers.

Reuters

ThenewsagencytakesitsnameafteritsfounderPaulJuliusReuter.Around1850,heset

upacarrierpigeonservice.Initiallyhisserviceswereconfinedtocommercialinformation.His

firstmajorbreakthroughcamein1859,whenhesentadispatchforshadowingawarinItaly.

Sincethentheagencyhasexpanded.Reuter’ssuppliesnewstoitsmediaclientssuchasother

newsagencies,newspapers,andtheradioandtelevisionstations.Underitspresentformof

ownershipReutersclaimthatitcanensurethatnoparticulargrouporfactioncanhavecontrol.

Consequently,ithopestopreserveitsintegrityandfreedomfrombias.

Indiannewsagencies

K.CRoyanIndianjournalistduringtheearlyyearsofthiscentury,setupthefirstIndian

newsagencycalledthePressNewsBureau(PNB).S.Sadanandestablishedanationalisticnews

agencyinthe1930’sknownastheFreePressOfIndia(FPI)butcouldnotaffordtokeepitgoing

formorethanacoupleofyears.

PressTrustofIndia(PTI)

PressTrustofIndiaisanon-profitco-operativeamongtheIndiannewspapers.Ittook

overtheoperationsoftheAssociatedPressofIndiaandtheIndianoperationsofReuterssoon

afterIndia’sindependenceonaugust27,1947.Itprovidesnewscoverageandinformationofthe

regioninbothEnglishandHindi.

Indiaslargestnewsagency,PressTrustofIndiaisanon-profitsharingco-operative
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ownedbythecountry’snewspapers.PTIsubscribersinclude450newspapersinIndiaandscores

abroad.AllmajorTV/radiochannelsinIndiaandseveralabroad,includingBBCinLondon

receivethePTIservice.Withastaffofover1300including400journalists,PTIhasover80

bureausacrossthecountryandforeigncorrespondentsinmajorcitiesoftheworld.

UnitedNewsofIndia(UNI)

Beforelong,however,unitednewsofIndia(UNI),acompetitivenewsagencywassetup

byDr.B.C.Royandsponsoredbyeightnationaldailies.Withinadecadeitcouldmatchthe

servicesofPTIinthecollectionanddistributionofnews.Itnowhascorrespondentsinover200

Indiantownsandcitiesandaroundahundredbureausacrossthenation.Thevariousservicesit

offerstoitsoverathousandsubscribersinIndia(and30abroad),includeUNIFIN,afinanceand

bankingservice,UNISTOCK,aserviceforstockexchanges,andUNISCANanewsservicefed

directlyintotelevisionsets.Besides,ithasanationalphotoserviceandsuppliescomputer

designedgraphicsinreadytouseformoneconomicsandothertopics.UNIhasstartedaTV

wingtoprovidenewsfeatures,newsclipsanddocumentariestoDoordarshan.

PressCouncilofIndia

InIndia,theinstitutionofaPressCouncilfunctionedfromNovember1966toJanuary1st,

1976,undertheIndianPressCouncilAct1965.Buttheemergencyregimewounditup.The

shortlivedJanataregimereconstituteditinApril1979underanewPressCouncilAct,1978,as

itfeltthatthelibertyofthepressneededtobeupheldbythepressitself.

ThePressCouncilofIndiaisastatutorybody.Itconsistof28members,headedbya
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ChairmanwhoisnominatedbyacommitteemadeupoftheChairmanoftheRajyaSabha,the

SpeakeroftheLokSabhaandanelectedrepresentativeofthecouncilmembers.Ofthe28

members,13arenominatedinaccordancewiththeprocedureprescribedfromamongworking

journalists,ofwhomsixareeditorsofnewspapersandtheothersevenworkingjournalistsother

thaneditors.Sixmembersrepresentvariousinterestslikethoseoftheownersofbig,medium

andsmallnewspapers,andofnewsagencies.BesidestherearefiveMPsnominatedbythe

SpeakeroftheLokSabhas,andtwofromtheRajyaSabha.Representationisalsoprovidedto

specialistsinlaw,education,literature,scienceandculture.

Thisrepresentativebodyhasthepowertowarn,admonishandcensureanyeditoror

journalistwhofloutsthestandardsofjournalisticethicsorpublictaste.Ithasthepowerofacivil

courtandcan,therefore,summonwitnesses,inspectdocumentsandreceiveevidence.Cases

relatingtothelawsoflibel,obscenityandcontempt,asalsotheinvasionofprivacycanbetaken

upbyitforadjudication.Ithandlesabout500complaintsagainstnewspapersandjournalists

everyyear.

TheIndianPressCouncilhas,besides,notonlytohelpnewspapersandnewsagenciesto

maintainindependencebutalsotobuildupprinciplesformaintenanceofhighstandardsofthe

journalisticprofessionwithastressonpublictaste,andfosteringaduesenseofrightsand

responsibilitiesofcitizenship.ItisforthePressCounciltokeepunderreviewalldevelopments

likelytorestrictthesupplyanddisseminationofnewsofpublicinterest,includingthequestion

ofconcentrationofownershipofnewspaperandnewsagenciesthatmayaffectthefreedomof



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

JOURNALISMANDMASSCOMMUNICATION

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-2021

16

thepress.IndianFederationofWorkingJournalists(IFWJ)TheIndianfederationofworking

journalists(IFWJ)(1950)hasitsheadquartersinNewDelhi.Itdealswiththeproblemsof

workingjournalists.IFWJpromote,safeguardanddefendprofessionalinterests,welfareand

statusofworkingjournalistsandstrivetomaintainhighstandardsofprofessionalconductand

integrity.TheWorkingJournalist(monthly)istheorganofIFWJ.

IndianNewspaperSociety(INS)

TheIndianNewspaperSociety(INS)NewDelhiisanorganizationofnewspapersand

periodicals.Itisconcernedwiththebusinessaspectsofnewspaperindustry.Themembersare

notindividualsbutnewspapers.Itgivesaccreditationtoadvertisingagencies,whichcanplace

advertisementswithmember’spublicationsandbecomeentitledtocreditandotherfacilities.It

publishesamonthlyjournalIndianPress.Itmaintainscloseliaisonwiththegovernment

departmentsandadvertisingagenciesandsafeguardsmember’sinterests.

NewsgatheringandReporting

NEWSPAPERCONTENT

Contentsofanewspaper

Thecontentsofanewspapercanbebroadlydividedintofourparts-news,articles,and

features,opinionpiecessuchaseditorials,comments,letterstotheeditor,reviews,columnsand

advertisements.Newsconstitutesabout60%ofthespaceinanewspaper.

News

Journalistshavetriedtodefinenewsbutnosingledefinitionhaswonwidespread
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acceptance.Typicaldefinitionsinclude:

1.Newsisanythingprintable.

2.Newsisanaccountofaneventorafactoranopinionthatinterestspeople.

3.Newsisapresentationofareportonacurrenteventinanewspaperorotherperiodical

oronradioandTV.

4.Anythingthatenoughpeoplewantstoreadisnewsprovideditdoesnotviolatethe

canonsofgoodtasteandthelawsoflibel.

5.Newsisatimely,concise,accuratereportofanevent;itisnottheeventitself.

6.Newsisanaccountofacurrentidea,event,orproblemthatinterestpeople.

Newshasalsobeendefinedas“anythingyoudidn’tknowyesterday”,“whatpeopletalkabout”,

“whatreaderswanttoknow”,“whatawelltrainededitordecidestoputinhisorherpaper”,

“anythingtimely”,“thereportofanevent”and“tomorrowshistory”.

Newselements

Althoughjournalistscannoteasilydefinenews,mostagreeonitscharacteristics.Stories

thatactuallygetsprintedorbroadcastarelikelytopossessthefollowingqualitiesorelements:

1.Timeliness

2.Proximity

3.Prominence

4.Consequence

5.Oddities
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6.Humaninterest

7.Actionandconflict

8.Trendsandtendencies

9.Healthandsex

1.Timeliness:Journalistsstresscurrentinformation-storiesthatoccurredtodayoryesterday,not

severaldaysorweeksago.Moreoverjournalistscompetetoreportthestoriesaheadoftheir

competitors.Ifastoryoccurredevenoneortwodaysearlier,journalistswilllookforanew

angleordevelopmenttoemphasisintheirleads.

2.Proximity:Journalistsconsiderlocalstoriesmorenewsworthythanstoriesthatoccurindistant

places.Proximityisalwaysimportantsincepeoplearemoreinterestedinnewsoflocalevents

thanineventsthathappenfaraway.

3.Prominence:Peoplearemoreinterestedinmajoreventsandprominentpeoplethanintrivial

occurrencesandordinarypeople.

4.Consequence:Consequenceisanimportantelementofnews.Manyeventsmakelittle

impressiononourlives.Theyareisolatedoccurrenceswithoutresults.Otherevents-a

Presidentialelection,forexample,mayhaveprofoundconsequences.

5.Oddities:Deviationsfromthenormal-unexpectedorunusualevents,conflictsorcontroversies,

dramaorchange-aremorenewsworthythancommonplace.Journalistsmustbealertforthe

unusualtwistsinotherwisemundanestories.

6.Humaninterest:Humaninterestisalwaysanimportantelementofnews.Peoplearefascinated
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byotherpeopleandmuchofthenewsyoureadinthenewspaper,hearonradioorseeon

televisionisbuiltaroundhumaninterest.

7.Actionandconflicts:Reportsonactionandconflicts-fires,accidents,murders,wars,disasters,

politicaldisagreementsandsoon-tendstofillthepagesofnewspapersandtheminutesdevoted

tonewsbyradioandTV.

8.Trendsandtendencies:Subtlechangesintheworldaroundus-trendsandtendencies-are

legitimateandimportanttopicsfornewsstories.

9.Healthandsex:Anotheraspectofnewsandanaspectofgrowingsignificanceisthepersonal,

especiallyhealthandsex.Thereisincreasingcoverageinnewspapers,magazinesandontheair

ofsexandsexualmatters.Allaspectsofhealtharebeinggivenincreasingemphasisbythepress.

NEWSREPORTING

ReportingPractices:NewsStoryStructureThenewsitemsthatappearinnewspapersare

alsocallednewsstories.Anewsstoryisalwaysbasedonfacts.Further,anewsstoryisnormally

writtenininvertedpyramidstyle,thatis,themostimportantfactscomefirstfollowedbyother

factsinorderofsignificance.Theinvertedpyramidstylehasdevelopedinjournalismoverthe

years.

Principlesofreporting

Thereportermustreportthenewsaccuratelyandfairlywithoutprejudiceandpersonal

opinion.Tosumup,theessentialsofgoodreportingareaccuracy,attribution,fairnessand

objectivity.
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1.Accuracy:Thestoryshouldbebasedonfacts.Areportershouldstrivetomakethestoryas

preciseaspossible.

2.Attribution:Attributionshouldbemadeclearandshouldbeplacedbeforewhattheperson

said.Failuretodosomakeareportersstorysuspect.

3.Fairness:Recognitionoftheimportanceoffairandbalancedreporting,inwhichopinionsthat

differfromthoseofthewriter,orthenewspaperoragovernmentofficialisoneoftheimportant

principleofgoodreporting.

4.Objectivity:Objectivityisasignificantprincipleofjournalisticprofessionalism.Newsisa

factualreportofanevent,notareportasseenbyabiasedpersonorseenasareportermightwish

ittobeseen.Thereportershouldbeasimpartialandhonestaspossible.Reportersshouldhavea

neutralpointofview.Theyshouldreportwhat“bothsides”ofanissuetellthem.Thetenetsof

objectivityareviolatedtothedegreetowhichthestoryappearstofavouronepoleovertheother.

NewsHeadline

Simplicity,informalityandimpactaretheessentialcharacteristicsofamodernheadline.

Itshouldgiveclearsignalaboutthecontentofthestoryandshouldbeeconomicalineditorial

productionandreadingtimeandinnewsspace.Itshouldbereadquickly.Itshouldbe

proportionatetothenewsandflexible.HeadlinepatternHeadlinescanbemultideckormultiline

inasingledeck.Adeckisadistinctheadlineonitsownandassuchitmayconsistofoneor

morelines.Iftherearetwosuchunits,sayoftwolineseach;theheadlinewillbedoubledeck.

Modernschoolofthoughtisagainstthemultideck.Theargumentisthatmultideck



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

JOURNALISMANDMASSCOMMUNICATION

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-2021

21

headlinesconsumemoreeditorialtimeinwriting,productiontimeinsettingandthenewsprint

space.Peoplenormallydon’tbothertoreadbeyondthemainheading.Inmostnewspapersoneto

twotopstoriesonapagearemultideck.Oneshouldnotgobeyondthreedeckseveninsuch

stories.Thereisawiderangeofpossibilitiesregardingarrangementofheadlines.Thebasic

typographicarrangementsareflushleft,centered,stepped,flushrightandhangingindention.

Flushleft:

Manynewspapershaveswitchedtothisstyle.Theflushleftheadinghasoneoremore

lineswhicharesetflushtotheleft.Centered:Inthistypeofarrangementeachlineofheadline

typeiscenteredonthewhiteofthecolumn.

Stepped:

Inthisarrangementthefirstlineissetflushleftandthelastflushrightandthemiddle

linescentered.

Flushright:

Eachlineispushedagainsttherighthandmargintocreateasteppedeffectontheleft.

Hangingindention:Thefirstlineissetfulloutandtheothersindentedusuallytotheleft.It

cannotbearegularstylebutcanbeusedasanoccasionalvariant.

Writingheadlines

Writingheadlinesinvolveshalftheskillofagooddeskman.Thedifficultyinwriting

headlinesisinconveyinginafewattractivewordstheessenceofacomplicatedsetoffacts.In

halfadozenwordstheheadlinehastoinformthereaderwhatthestorycontains.Theheadline
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givesemphasistoafewwordsinboldtypes.Henceeverywordshouldbeweighed.Headline

writingisartandcraftatthesametime.Theartisinimaginationandvocabularyandthecraft

liesinaccuracyofcontent,attractivenessofappearanceandpracticality.

Editor

Theeditorholdsthekeypositioninthenewspaperorganization.Heisresponsibleforthe

editorialcontentofthenewspaperincludingeverythingfromcomicstonewsstoriestoeditorials.

Itistheeditorwhocanbesuedforlibel,whocanbehauledupbeforeCourt,Parliamentand

legislaturesforcontempt.Agoodeditorofanewspaperisawareofthescopeandinterpretation

ofnews.Hetakesallimportantdecisionsconnectedwiththepublicationofnewsandexpression

ofopiniononvitalnationalandinternationalissuesandevents.

Newseditor

Theactualnewsproductionprocessishandledbythenewseditorinanewspaper.All

majordecisionsregardingcoverageofnewsstoriesaretakenbythenewseditorinconsultations

withthebureauchief.Thenewseditorco-ordinatesthenewscollectionprocess,theeditingand

thefinalpresentationofnews.

Chiefsubeditor

Chiefsubeditorensuresthatcopiesarejudiciouslydistributedamongthesubeditorsand

alsoascertainsthatthecopiesareeditedproperlyandthattheyconformtopublicationstyleand

editorialpolicy.Hemayinitiateorreplytocorrespondenceregardingmaterialpublishedorbeing

consideredforpublication.
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Subeditors

Thesubeditororcopyeditorisdescribedas“themidwifetothestory”and“anunsung

heroofanewspaper”.Subeditorsworkonthecopypreparedbyreporters.Theyhavenodirect

involvementinnewsevents.Stilltheymakethecopyattractive.He/sheselectnewsevents,

removeunnecessarypartsandarrangesavailableinformationinorder.He/shehastocheckand

recheckfacts,style,grammar,etc.whileeditingastoryinnewspaper.Theyarealsorequiredto

putsuitableheadlinesforeachstory.Agoodcopyeditorisanintelligentreader,atactfuland

sensitivecritic.Asthesayinggoes"anyfoolcanwrite,itneedsaheavenborngeniustoedit”.

Reportersandfreelancers

Reportersarepeoplewhoknowhowtodigoutinformationwhateverthesourceandno

matterhowhiddenorobscureitis.Areportergathersnewsandwritesforhis/herorganization.A

newspapersreputationandcredibilitydependsonthereporters.Areportershouldhaveanosefor

news,i.e.,anunderstandingofnewsandnewsvaluesandtheabilitytorecognizeastorywhenit

comesalong.

Reportersshouldbeskilledat:

1.Seeingandhearing.

2.Takingnotes.

3.Findinginformation.

4.Askingquestions.

5.Checkingandverifyinginformation.
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6.Analyzingandinterpretinginformation.

Besidestheseskillsreportersshouldalsopossesssuchqualitiesasalertness,curiosity,

speed,punctuality,integrity,tactfulness,fearlessnessandclarityofmind.

Freelancers

Freelancejournalistsarenotattachedtoanynewspapersormagazines.Onewhowrites

onallkindsoftopicsinseveralnewspapersandperiodicalswithouthavingaregularpayrollis

knownasfreelancewriters.

Freelancersquitefrequentlykeepintouchwithmediaorganizationsanddoassignments

aspertheirneeds.Withaviewtomeetingtheirneeds,freelancershavetocompletethese

assignmentsasperthescheduleofthepublications.Virtually,anybodycanbeafreelancewriter.

Youmusthavethegrit,determinationandwillingnesstoworkhardbesidespossessingagood

language.
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UNIT–III

HISTORYOFINDIANJOURNALISM

COMMUNICATIONANDMASSCOMMUNICATION

HistoryofIndianJournalism

ApersonknownbythenameofJamesHickystartedapaperafterseekingpermissionof

theEastIndiaCompany.Thisnewspaperwascalled‘BengalGazette’(orCalcuttageneral

advertiser).Theentirenewspaperconsistedofonly4pages.Thenewspaperwaswell-knownfor

fearlesslycriticizingthemoney-makingandpoliticalpoliciesoftheEastIndiaCompany.

BombayCourierwaslaunchedin1792,thisnewspaperpublishedadvertisementsin

EnglishandGujarati.1816,wastheyearwhenthefirstnewspaperunderIndianAdministration

appeared.Itwasthe“BengalGazette”whichwaspublishedbyGangadharBhattacharjee.It
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advocatedthereformsofRajaRamMohanRoy.Tocounteractthereligiouspropagandaofthe

ChristianmissionariesofSerampore,RajaRam MohanRoypublishedTheBrahmanical

Magazine.1822sawtheriseofChandrikaSamacharinBengalandBombaySamacharinMumbai

byFerdunjiMarzban.OoduntMartandwasthefirstHindinewspaper,whichwaspublishedin

1826inBengal.LaterJamiJahanNuma,anewspaperthatwaspro-establishment.Punesawits

firstAnglo–MarathiNewspaperin1832whichwaspublishedbyBalShastriJambhekarIn

1861,MrKnightmergedtheBombayStandard,BombayTimesandTelegraphandbroughtout

thefirstissueofTimesofIndia.

Hickywasimprisoned,forfightingforthelibertyofpress,hispaperwasstopped.But

from1780-1793,6paperswerestartedinCalcutta,3inMadrasand3inBombay.Thiswasthe

basicfoundationoffreepressofIndia.Duringthisera,thebirthofvernacularpresstookplace

whichmainlywroteaboutliberalviewsandwasalsospreadingknowledgeaboutvariousmatters.

AnimportantpapercalledBombayTimeswasfoundedin1838.NowtheBombayTimesis

knownasTimesofIndia.InthefightagainstBritish,fewpapersplayedaverynoteworthyrole.

Thisincluded‘HinduPatriot’whichlaunchedmovementsagainsttheBritishbyaskingthe

peoplenottogrowcropsfortheBritishtraders.BalGangadharTilak,ownerofthenewspaper

‘Kesari’,ignitedthefireofindependenceinmillions.

OneofthepioneersofIndianlanguagejournalismwasRajaRamMohanRoywithhis

PersiannewspaperMiratoolAkbar.Hecreatedthenewspaperinordertoindicatetotherulers’

knowledgeoftherealsituationoftheirsubjectsandmakethesubjectsacquaintedwiththe
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establishedlawsandcustomsoftheirrules.Roylaterstoppedlaterinprotestagainstthe

Government’sPressRegulations.

Anotherimportantnewspaperthatcontributedinthefreedom strugglewasBengal

Gazetteorasitwasalsoknown,Hicky’sGazette.JamesAugustusHickystarteditin1780‘in

ordertopurchasefreedomformymindandsoul’.‘Aweeklypoliticalandcommercialpaper,

opentoallpartiesbutinfluencedbynone.’Thepaperwas,inessence,nobetterthanascandal

sheet.Thus,inthenextyear(1981),Hickywasarrestedandputintojail,fromwherehe

continuedtowritefortheGazette.

RestrictionswerebroughtbackintheformofGaggingAct,1857.Thiswastheyearof

whattheBritishhistorianstermed‘theSepoyMutiny’,whileafewIndianhistorianscalleditthe

‘firstwarofIndependence’.TheMutinybroughttheruleoftheEastIndiaCompanytoaclose,

withtheCrowntakingoverthe‘colony’,withthepromiseofreligioustolerationandpress

freedom.ThemaintopicsofdiscussionintheEnglishandvernacularpressbeforeandafterthe

Mutinyweresati,caste,widowremarriage,polygamy,crimesandoppositiontotheteachingof

Englishinschoolsandcolleges.Bombay’sGujaratipress,inparticular,excelledinthedefence

oftheIndianwayoflife.In1876,theVernacularPressActwaspromulgated.TheEnglish

controlledpaperslikeTheTimesofIndia,thePioneerandtheMadrasMaildidn’treportittoa

greatextent.However,thevernacularpaperslikeAmritBazarPatrikaandKesarireportedthe

inauguralmeetingatlength.

Despitetheholdthetelevisionindustryhasonthecountry,itistheprintpresswhichis
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attractingmoreadvertisers,makingup47%ofthewholeshare.Newspapersinthecurrenttime

havepenetratedonly25%ofthetotalpopulationofthecountry.Itistruethatthesedays,the

digitaltechnologyismaulingthetraditionalprintnewspaper.Oneofthereasonswhythisdigital

phasehasnotaffectedIndiathatmuchisbecauseonly7% oftheIndianssurftheInternet

regularly.TherichEnglishlanguage,extremelycheapcostandthetotalavailabilityofthe

newspapersalsohelpintheirsale.

ThegrowthofIndia’seconomyhashaditsimpactonthenewspaperindustry.The

circulationincreased,resultinginincreasedrevenues.Here,thedailiesintheregionallanguages

commandmorethanhalfoftheaveragereadership,asperareportin2010.Thereare90million

readersofdailiesintheregionallanguagesascomparedto54millionfordailiesinHindiand8

millionfordailiesinEnglish.

CommunicationandMassCommunication

Communication:Definition

Theword‘communication’isderivedfromtheLatinword‘communis’whichmeans‘to

transmit’,‘toimpact’,‘toexchange’,‘toshare’or‘toconvey’.Communicationmeans“the

impartingorexchangingofinformationbyspeaking,writing,orusingsomeothermedium.”

MassCommunication

Definition:

Masscommunicationisaprocessinwhichaperson,groupofpeople,oranorganization

sendsamessagethroughachannelofcommunicationtoalargegroupofanonymousand
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heterogeneouspeopleandorganizations.Youcanthinkofalargegroupofanonymousand

heterogeneouspeopleaseitherthegeneralpublicorasegmentofthegeneralpublic.Channelsof

communicationincludebroadcasttelevision,radio,socialmedia,andprint.Thesenderofthe

messageisusuallyaprofessionalcommunicatorthatoftenrepresentsanorganization.Mass

communicationisanexpensiveprocess.Unlikeinterpersonalcommunication,feedbackformass

communicationisusuallyslowandindirect.

COMMUNICATIONMASSCOMMUNICATION

Itisoverallexchangingamessage.Itisbasedonexchangingmessagethroughmedium.

Mediummayormaynotneedtobeusedchangingmessage.Mediumiscompulsorilynecessary.

Byseeing,looking,readingoranyofoursenseorganwecancommunicatetohemorby

ourselves.Ifoncewantstocommunicateneedsmediumautomatically.Sincehumancivilization

communicationwasstarted.Sincemankinddiscoveredletters,words,andsentencesitwas

startedCommunicationisthebasisofitwingslikemasscommunicationandjournalism.

Masscommunicationisthemainbodyofcommunicationandalsopartofit.

Communicationmaynothaveparticularobjectivetobeperformed.Ithascertainobjectivetobe

achieved.
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UNIT–IV

RADIOBROADCASTINGININDIA

TELEVISIONBROADCASTINGININDIA

RadioBroadcastinginIndia

InIndia,asearlyasAugust1921,TheTimesofIndiaincollaborationwiththePostand

TelegraphDepartmentbroadcastedaspecialprogrammefromitsBombayoffice.Thiswasatthe

requestofSirGeorgeLlyod,Governor,wholistenedtotheprogrammeinPune.

ThefirstradioprogrammeinIndiawasbroadcastbytheRadioClubofBombayinJune

1923.ItwasfollowedbythesettingupofabroadcastingservicethatbeganbroadcastinginIndia

inJune1927onanexperimentalbasisatBombayandCalcuttasimultaneouslyunderan

agreementbetweenGovernmentofIndiaandaprivatecompanycalledtheIndianBroadcasting

CompanyLimited.

AfterthatthedevelopmentofbroadcastinginIndiaproceededwithmanyupsanddowns
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andinclimateofmuchuncertainty.Improvementsintechnologyalsosupportedthechange.The

transistorwasinventedduringWorldWarII.Thismadehandsizedradioandonthegolistening

possibleandanimportantcarradiofordrivinglisteners.In1930,IndianBroadcastingCompany

handedoverBombaystationtotheGovernmentanditwasrenamedtheIndianState

BroadcastingService(ISBS).ItwasrenamedasAllIndiaRadioon8thJune,1936.

WhenIndiabecameindependenttheAIRnetworkhadonlysixstationslocatedatDelhi,

Bombay,Calcutta,Madras,Lucknow andTiruchirapalliwithatotalcomplementof18

transmitters.Sixonthemediumwaveandtherestonshortwavewereconfinedtourbanlimitsof

thesecities.Asagainstamere2,75,000receivingsetsatthetimeofIndependence,todaythere

areabout180millionestimatedradiosetsinthecountry.

Nowthebroadcastscenariohasdrasticallychangedwith177broadcastingcentres,

including65localradiostations,coveringnearlycentpercentcountry’spopulation.Accordingto

AIR1995,thereare104millionestimatedradiohouseholdsand111millionradiosets.Until

nowAIRhasbeenfullyowned,controlledandrunbythecentralgovernmentbutnowwiththe

implementationofPrasarBhartiBillAllIndiaRadiowilloperateindependentlyhavingdifferent

natureofcontrolbythegovernment.Before1976,televisionconstitutedapartoftheAllIndia

Radio.Afterthat,itwasseparatedfromAIRandconstitutedintoanewbodyandunderanew

bannerDoordarshan.NowAllIndiaRadioisalsocalledinthenameofAkashvaniliketelevision

iscalledDoordarshan.

RadioisoneofthemediaunitsoftheMinistryofInformationandbroadcasting.Today
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AIRhas105regionalstations,65localstations,threeVividhBhartibroadcastingcentres,and3

relaycentresandoneauxiliarycentre.

TheimportantpointtobenotedisthatwhileAIRmadeasubstantialcontributiontothe

popularizationofIndianclassicalmusicandlight-classicalmusic,broughtliteratureinvarious

Indianlanguagestothepeople’sdoorstepsandpromotedanIndianconsciousnessandnational

unity,ithasremainedastatemonopoly.TherehasneverbeenaradiostationinIndiaotherthan

anAIRstationsinceindependence.AIRwastheoneandonlyradiomedium.Thephenomenal

growthachievedbyAllIndiaRadiothroughdecadeshasmadeitoneofthelargestmedia

organizationsintheworld.

TelevisionBroadcastinginIndia

TelevisioncametoIndiaonSeptember15,1959withexperimentaltransmissionfrom

Delhi.Itwasamodestbeginningwithamakeshiftstudioandlowpowertransmitter.The

objectivewastofindoutwhatitcanachieveincommunitydevelopmentandformaleducation.

Thefundingof$20,000andequipmentwasofferedbyUnitedStates.Onehundredandeighty

teleclubsweresetupwithintherangeof40Kilometersoftransmitter.Everyclubwasprovided

withatelevisionsetbyUNESCO.AllIndiaRadioprovidedtheengineeringandtheprogramme

professionals.

TheAkashvaniAuditorium wasconvertedintothestudiofrom wheretheregular

programmesofIndianTVwereputontheairalthoughthefirstexperimentalprogrammeswere

telecastfromamakeshiftstudioinAkashvaniBhavan.
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TheserviceitselfwasalsoknownasaPilotproject,aidedbyUNESCO,becausethe

programmes,putoutonmeretwodaysaweek,wasintendedtobeexperimentalinnaturetotest

theefficacyoftelevisionmediumincarryingrelevantandusefulmessagesofsocialeducationto

thepowersectionofsociety.

In1961televisionprogrammesforteacherswerestarted.Adailyonehourservicewitha

newsbulletinwasstartedin1965includingentertainmentprogrammes.In1967rural

programmesandKrishiDarshanwerestartedforfarmersin80villageteleclubsinDelhiand

Haryana.In1972TVserviceswereextendedtoasecondcityMumbai.By1975Calcutta,

Chennai,Srinagar,AmritsarandLucknow alsohadTV stations.In1975-76thesatellite

InstructionalTelevisionExperimentbroughtTVto2,400villagesinthemostinaccessibleand

theleastdevelopedareasforoneyear.

From1976,televisionwasseparatedfromAllIndiaRadioandconstitutedanewbody

underanewbannercalledasDoordarshan.Atpresent,Doordarshanisoneofthemediaunitsof

theMinistryofInformationandBroadcasting,GovernmentofIndia.In1982,aregularsatellite

linkbetweenDelhiandothertransmitterswasestablishedtofacilitatetheintroductionofthe

NationalProgramme.WiththistheeraoffastexpansionofTVservicesthroughlowpower

transmitterswasalsoheralded.Thefollowingaresomeotherlandmarksinthehistoryof

Doordarshan:

1976Jan.1CommercialsonTV

1976April1DoordarshanseparatedfromAllIndiaRadioandgivenaseparatebanner
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–Doordarshan

1982Aug.15ColourTVintroduced

1984July15FirstMassAppealProgramme–Humlog

1984Nov.19SecondchannelatDelhi

1986Aug9FirstRegionalnetwork.

1993April1theMetroentertainmentchannel.

1993Aug.15FiveDDSatellitechannels

1994Aug.15Majorrestructure–DD-1toDD-13.

Atpresent,Doordarshantelecastsprogrammesonnineteenchannels.Thesechannels

supplementandcomplementeachother.DD-1istheprimarychannel,theflag-shipof

Doordarshan.TheProgrammesareaddressedtotheentirecountry.Therearethreecomponents

intheseprogrammes–National,RegionalandLocal.TheNationalandHigherEducationTV

programmesarerelayedbyallterritorialDD-1transmitters.

Theregionalcomponentisseparateforeachstateandismainlyinthelanguageofthat

state.Themetroentertainmentchanneltargetsaturbanviewers,particularlyyoungeragegroups.

Theseprogrammesarerelayedin46cities.DD3isacompositeserviceandtelecaststhree

featurefilmseachday,coverssportsintheeveningsandputsoutacompositeprogrammeof

culture,currentaffairsandbusinessnewsinprimetime.

DD-4toDD-13channelsistenRegionallanguagechannels.Eachchanneltelecaststwo

typesofprogrammes.TheRegionalserviceandadditionalentertainmentprogrammes,DD-14to
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DD-17telecasttheprogrammesforfourHindispeakingstates.DDIndiahas18hoursof

programmes.Itisaccessibleinmorethanhalftheworld.DD-CNNIisachannelofnewsand

currentaffairs.

CommercialadvertisementswereintroducedonDoordarshaninJanuary1976and

sponsorshipsofprogrammeswereallowedin1984.ThepopularprogrammesofDoordarshan

createdforthefirsttimeanationalmarketforconsumergoodswhichcouldbereachedby

manufacturerswithlimitedresources.Doordarshancontinuestobethemosteffectivemedium

foradvertisingatminimumcost.

Themajorcoverage’sofDoordarshan(1997)includeworldcupcricketmatches,exitpoll

telecast,theconfidencevote,unionandstatebudgets,Olympics-96,MissUniversePageant,

Rathyatra,naturalcalamitiesofairplanecrashinHaryana,cyclonesinAndhraPradesh,fire

accidentinOrissaandsoon.
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UNIT–V

INFORMATIONTECHNOLOGY

WEBJOURNALISM

InformationTechnology

WhatdoesthetermInformationTechnology’reallymean?Informationtechnologyisthat

technologybywhichthe‘informationisprocessed,communicated,exhibitedandRetrievedina

fast,error-freeandproper-way.Informationtechnologyisatechnologyinwhichboth

telecommunicationcomputertechnologiesworktogethertoprovideformation.

Today’sworldistheworldofinformationandtelecommunication.Everydaynew

technologyandinventionsarebeingmadeintheareaofinformation,processingandtravelling.

Thereishardlyanyareawhichhadnotbeenaffectedbythis.Duetoallthis,theworddistance

soundsironicalinpresentdaycontext.

Thewholeworldhasbecomeasmallplacetoday.Anyinformationcanbeexchangedby

peopleinfewsecondsandthat,too,inproperandeffectivewaywithoutanylossofdatawhileit
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isbeingprocessed.Ontheonehand,allthesedifferentwaysoftele-communicationand

informationexchangehavehighlightedthenecessityformultipurposedevelopmentandgrowth

ofinformationtechnologyandontheother,theeasyaccessanduseofithasboostedthenetwork

ofinformationexchange.

Allthishasbeenpossiblethroughinformationtechnologyliketelephone,fax,telex,

computers,internet,e-mail,photocopier,printer,scanner,cellularphones,pagers,videophone,

digitalcamera,multimedia,etc.Thesetechnologiesarebecomingapartandparcelofourlives

andaretransforminglifestylesandhabitsofpeopleallovertheworld.Theuseofcomputershas

increasedbyleapsandboundsworldwide.Internetandmultimediahavenowbecomeplaythings

forchildren.Theinternethasrevolutionizedeveryfieldoftheworld.Thegovernmenthas

allowedprivatecompaniestoprovideinternetservicestopeopleinordertoboostupinformation

technology.

Theinternethasputanunprecedentedamountofbuyingandsellingpowerinthehands

ofallthosewithinakeystrokedistanceofacomputer.Neverinthehistoryofcommercehave

solitarybuyersandsellersbeenabletoengagesoeffortlesslyincommerceonallpointswhether

oneisascrapdealeroracollectorwithanobsessionforantiques,theinternetisasolution.

Digitaltechnologyisplayingavitalroleinourdaytodaylife.Insupermarketsithelps

forfasterprocessingoffilms.Inthefieldofagriculture,adigitalmoisturemeterrecordsthe

moistureinthesoilandtellswhenharvestingshouldstart.Forpeople,whoaresufferingfrom

hearingloss,digitstechnologyisofgreathelp.Itprocessessoundsthatreducenoise,improves
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clarityofspeechandcontrolsunwantedloudness.

ThegovernmentofIndiaisverykeentoachieveagreatdealinthefieldofinformation

technology.TheIndianInstitutesofInformationTechnologyarebeingsetupatvariousplacesin

thecountry.NowwecanhopethatIndiawillbecomeaninformationtechnologysuperpowerin

nearfuture.

WriteanEssayonInformationTechnology

OurageisknownastheageofInformationTechnology.InformationTechnologywithits

superhighwayhasnotonlyrevolutionisedman’swayofworkingbutalsohisveryexistence.IT

(InformationTechnology)revolutionissweepingourcivilizationbringingaboutunfathomable

changesinourpresent-daycivilization.TwentyfirstcenturybelongstotheITworld.

Theterm‘InformationTechnology’orsimplyknownasITisagenericnamegiventoall

improvementsthataretakingplaceinourworldduetotheinter-linkedadvancementin

technology,learning,andinformation.Thetermreferstorecenttechnologicaldevelopmentsthat

aretakingplaceinourworldasaresultofbettertechnology,duetobetterinformation.It

consistsofanumberofalliedmodernadvancementssuchas,computer,Internet,websites,

surfing,E-mail,E-commerce.E-governance,Video-conference,cellularphones,paging,fax

machines,smartcards,creditcards,ATM cardsetc.Allthesehavebeenpossibleduetothe

advancementininformationgatheringtechniqueorsystemwhichisknownas‘Information

Superhighway’which,likeahighway,opensustoaworldoftechnologyandinformationfullof

immensepossibilities.
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TwoessentialcomponentsofITrevolutionhavebeenthedevelopmentofcomputerand

internet.Thesetwodevelopmentshaverevolutionisedmoderncivilization.Todayatthepressof

abuttonwecangetanyinformationthatwewantfromanywhereintheworldinafractionofa

second,sittinginourroom.

Thiseasyandquickaccesstoinformationhasbeeninstrumentalinimprovingour

communication,travel,business,entertainment,spaceexploration,defencecapabilities,medical

surgeriesetc.“Wecanvisitsitessituatedthousandsofmilesaway,chatwithpeoplesittingin

otherpartsoftheworld,seethelatestmovies,watchliveinternationalmatches,readdaily

newspapers,attendbusinessconferences,conductbusinesstransactions,visitworldfamous

libraries,gothroughthelatestbooksetc.allattheclickofakeyonthecomputer.

Thefacilityofinternetandsurfingopensustotheworldofinformationsuperhighway

enablingustoseektheinformationthatwewant.Withthepossibilityofdownloading

programmesandinformationthroughacomputertoapaper,ourtaskofgatheringinformationis

afewminutesaffair.Inthismanner,todaytheprocessofgatheringknowledgeandinformation

hasbecome,easy,cheap,fast,andenjoyable.ThishasbeenthegreatestadvantageofITboom.

ITrevolutionhasalsoalteredtheveryfaceofbusinessoperationsandE-commerceisbecoming

afashionoftheday.Wecanadvertiseourproductsandseekjobsandmakeourselvesavailable

throughtheinternet.ITboomhasalsorevolutionisedourstyleofliving.Ithasmadeourlifeeasy,

pleasurable,andluxurious.

Today,weneednotgohuntingforhouseholditemsincongestedmarkets.Sittinginour
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roomwecanorderthings,buytickets,talktoclients,listentolectures,takepartinon-line

lotteries,signbusinessagreements,dobanktransactionsetc.Inotherwordstherecent

developmentintheITworldhasreducedman’slabour,workload,andhascreatedabetterworld

tolivein.

TodayITrevolutionissweepingovertheworld.Although,ITboomhasrevolutionized

thewesternworldbeyondrecognitionitisstilltomakemuchheadwayinchanginglivesinIndia.

Theboomhas,however,affectedonlytheaffluentandtheurbanIndia.ThebenefitsofITboom

needstopenetratedowntotheordinarymenandwomenlivinginourcountry.

WebJournalism

Webjournalismisalsoknownasinternetoronlinejournalism.

ImpactsoftheInternetonJournalism

Thefirstimpactthattheinternetonjournalismisthatithaschangedthefunctionsand

natureofjournalism.Thisimpacthasbeenrealizedthrougheliminationoftheroleof

gatekeepers.Citizenscannowaccessunfilteredinformationviatheinternet.Thiscaseimplies

that,althoughthegatekeepersmayeditcertaininformationtofittheirhouserules,eliminatelibel,

ormakeitfitacertainspace,theaudiencehasotherchannelsofaccessinginformation.This

argumentmeansthattheinternethasopenedmorespacesfortheaudience.Theerawhenthe

gatekeeperwouldeditcontentsfortheaudiencehasbeeneliminatedbytheinternet.Theinternet

hasentirelychangedthenatureofjournalismintheworldtoday.

Today,journalistsfromacrosstheworldcanexchangenewsinformationinrealtime.
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Theinternethaspromotedinformationexchangeacrosstheglobe.Livetransmissionsthatstream

viaYouTubeandSkypeformotheravenuesthatjournalistshavealwaysexploited.Thequality

andvarietyofnewsitemshavealsoincreasedwithgreaterinformationexchangeviatheinternet.

Journalistsarealsoabletocontrolthestandardsoftheirworkthroughlivecomparisonwithother

internationalmedia.

Thesecondimpactoftheinternetonjournalismisthatithaschangedjournalismfrom

informationdiffusiontotoday’s’informationprocessingfunction(Schudson,1995).Theinternet,

whichisthemostrecentmedia,haschangedjournalismjustasothermediaplatformschangedit.

Theinternetisuniqueinthatitenhancesinteractivityandcontactwithothermedia.This

uniquenesshasresultedinsignificantrevolutioninjournalismanditsculture.Withtheinternet,

audienceandthesourcestakealmostequalrolesintheprocessofinformationproduction.The

pasterawhenthemediawouldshootideasintotheaudience’smindhasbeenovertakenbytime.

Inthepast,ajournalistwithanotebookoracamerawaslikenedtoamonkeyholdingaloaded

gunandhencetheformermagicbulletroleofthemedia.However,accordingtoBruns(2005),

withthewideadoptionoftheinternet,journalistsaretcomparedwithgatewatchersmeaning

thattheirrolehasbeenreducedfromtheactivegatekeeperstodormantgatewatchers.Theyhave

noabilitytolimitinformationflow:theyarenowwatchersorbetterstillwitnesses.

Journalistsandcitizensarenowinformationexchangerssincebothrelyoneachotherfor

information.Everycitizencancommunicatehisorheropinionsaboutcertainnewsstoriesvia

theinternet.Inthesameway,theaudienceparticipatesintheprocessofinformationprocessing,
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whichwasformerdestinedforjournalists.

Schudson(1995)affirmsthatthemajorrelevancyofjournalisminthiserahasbeen

sectoredonitsabilitytoprofessionallyprocessinformation.Withthecurrentinformation

overloadfromtheinternet,thequalityofsuchinformationcannotbetrusted.Today,peoplecan

uploadpicturesandnewsstoriesthatareslantedtowardachievingcertainends.Toprotect

themselvesfrominformationexploitation,theaudienceshavetocontinuecountercheckingsuch

informationfromtrustedjournalists.

Thethirdimpactoftheinternetonjournalismisthataudienceshavegainedtheauthority

tochoosetheinformationtheywanttoconsume.Bruns(2005)assertsthattheinternethas

brokentheinformationboundariesthatexistedovertheyears.Theinformationworldisno

longerlimitedbythegeographicalspace.Onecansharenewsfromafarcontinentinrealtime

viatheinternet.Theaudiencescanalsochoosewhattolistentoorwatchviatheinternet,for

example,throughYouTube.Theycanalsochoosewhentowatchorlistentoitthroughthe

processofzapping.

Theinternethasenabledjournaliststoreachouttotheiraudience24hoursaday.This

accessibilityalsoenablestheaudiencestogivetheirfeedbackandorcontributetomediacontent

atanytimeinanydaythusallowingfreeflowofinformation.Journalismhasalsobenefitted

fromtheimpactoftheinternet.Callerscannowe-mailortwitcertaincorrectionsoferroneous

reportsbeforetheyarewidelydisseminated.

Forinstance,ifthereisanerrorofthenumberofvictimstocertainaccidents,the
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eyewitnessaudiencecaninstantlycommunicatetonewsroomsforcorrectionthusplayingthe

rolethatwasinitiallymeantforajournalistbeforetheinternetera.Theaudiencecanalsousethe

internettoendthecorrectbackgroundsounds,pictures,andimages.Theaudiencehastheability

tocapturestillpictures,motionpictures,sounds,andeventsandtransmitthemtonewsrooms

withaclickofabutton.

Theinternethasalsopromotedthecurrencyofinformationofferedtothepublic.

Journalistsusetheinternettoupdateinformationconstantly.Theuseofdigitalbroadcastingvia

theinternetenablespeopletoreceiveconstantnewsupdateatthecomfortoftheiroffices,

bedrooms,andevensportsthusimplyingthatonedoesnothavetoalwayscarryaradioora

televisionseteverywhereheorshegoes.Peoplecanalsoreceivefilterednewsinformation

whenevertheywantit.

Bird(2009)affirmsthat,throughtheinternet-enabledcellphones,audiencescansearch

theinternetforrelevantnewsinformation.Theinternethasenabledacontinuousflowof

informationineitherdimension:fromthesendertothereceiverandviceversa.Asmany

outstandingnewsroomsturntowardspolitics,theinternethasenabledtheaudiencetoaccessraw

informationbeforeitiseditedtofitcertainangles.Thismeansthatthepoliciesandpreferences

ofcertainmediahouseshavebeeninterferedwithbytheentryoftheinternet.Somejournalists

andmediahousesthatwereturningtotheextremeleftistorrightisthavenowbeensloweddown.

Thetraditionalbureaucracythatcontrolledtheprocessofnewsproductiontofavorcertain

segmentshasbeeninvalidated.
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Theinternethastotallychangedtheone-waycommunicationthatcamewithanalog

journalism.Everyday,peopleareexposedtonewtechnologicaldevicesthatimproveonspeed,

frequency,andqualityandquantityofinformationthattheyreceive.Throughtheinternet,

journalistscannowcompresslargechunksofinformationintosmallfoldersinanattemptto

transferthemmilesaway.Deuze(2007)affirmsthattoday’saudienceisnolongerpassivebuta

keyplayerinnewsprocessinganddissemination.

Thefourthimpactofinternetonjournalism isthatithasenabledtheaudienceto

contributedirectlyonmediacontentandcounternews.Withtheadventoftheinternetin

journalism,audiencescanmakeactivecontributionstothecontentthatthejournalistairs.Since

theinternetisaspeedycommunicationmedia,theaudiencecancommunicatetothejournalistin

realtime.Thiscommunicationalertsthejournalistonhappeningsindifferentpointsoftheworld.

Journalistshavealsobroadenedtheirreachduetotheiradoptionoftheinternet.

Informationthatjournalistsrelayviathetelevisionorradioisthereafterredistributed.Thenews

isuploadedonthesocialnetworkslikefacebook.Fromthesesites,moreaudienceespeciallythe

younggenerationcanaccessit.Thisaccessibilityhasresultedtomoreintegratedandquality

news.Peoplewhodonothavetimetowatchthetelevisionduringnewshourscanalsoaccess

whatwascoveredintheirabsenceviatheinternet.Thenewmediaplatformheavilyrelieson

usersandgratificationtheory.

Accordingtothisschoolofthought,themediawillgivetheaudienceswhattheywant.

Themediacontentthatjournalistsairdependsonthetasteandpreferencesoftheaudience.With
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thecomingoftheinternet,thetrendofinformationflowisthetwo-wayratherthanthe

traditionalone-way.Mediaaudienceparticipatesdirectlyinliveprogramsthroughtwitterand

YouTube.Moststationshavealsoopenedcall-ins.

Unlikeinthepastwhenjournalismwaslefttoafewtrainedexperts,armaturejournalists

havecomeupwiththeinternetage.Today,armaturecameraoperatorscanrecordalive

occurrenceandsenditviatheinternettonewsrooms.Thisstrategyisanotherwaythat

journalismhasbeenenrichedviatheinternet.Onedoesnotneedtocallareportertorecordan

event.Heorshejustneedstorecordandsenditviatheinternet.

Duetothisimpactoftheinternet,marketsformediabusinesshavebecomefully

disjointed.PrahaladandRamaswamy(2004)positthat,astheaudiencemovestootherquicker

andfreemediaforinformation,advertisershavefollowedthemthere.Thisargumentimpliesthat

aconsiderableportionoftheaudiencethatpreviouslydependedontheoldmediahasmovedto

theinternet.

Advertisersthereforehavenochoicebuttofollowthem.Theadvertisingmarketstoday

areusingblogsandsocialnetworksitesfortheirwareswheretheirtargetmarketsareandhence

theneedforthem tomovewithit.Theinternethasthereforeresultedinradicalchanges

especiallyinmediahousesthatwanttoremaincompetitiveincertainregionsoftheworld.Such

mediahouseshavetohirejournaliststhatarefamiliarandcompetitiveinonlinejournalism

businessbecausemediamainlydrivesitsprofitsfromadvertising.AccordingtoPrahaladand

Ramaswamy(2004),organizationsarenowfocusedonco-creationofproductswiththeir
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consumers.Thisfocushasresultedtotheiroverlyuseoftheinternettosourceforthetastesand

preferencesoftheircustomers.

Socialnetworksitesandblogshavetakenovertheroleofthetraditionalmediainthis

case.Theinternethasresultedinsubstantialchangesinthecommunicationindustry.Information

consumerscanaccessanyinformationtheywantatalltimes.Onedoesnothavetowaitforone

o’clocknewstoknowwhathappenedinanothercontinent.Newsupdateinternetchannelsare

alwaysonthelookout.However,therelevancyofjournalistswillremain.

Conclusion

Inconclusion,theadventoftheinternethasthoroughlychangedthefaceofjournalismin

theworldtoday.Beforetheyear2000,mostinternetgadgetslikeiPods,Twitter,YouTube,

Blogs,andGooglesearchwerenotactivelyusedinjournalism.Withtoday’sdigitalage,

journalistscannotoperatewithouttheinternet.Infact,theinternethasresultedinvarious

impactsonjournalism.

Theseimpactsare,forexample,changefrominformationtransmissiontoprocessing,

changeinthefunctionandnatureofjournalism,givingtheaudiencesauthoritytochoosethe

mediainformationtheywanttoconsume,andenablingtheaudiencetocontributedirectlyto

mediacontent.Journalistswillremaincrucialforpurposesofprofessionallyprocessing

informationsincejournalists’approachtonewsistheonlywaythattheaudiencecandistinguish

betweenqualitynewsandjunkinformation.


